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Massachusetts Family Institute strongly opposes HB2233 and HB 3884. Deliberately ending a human life 
as one would a suffering animal is utilitarian and degrading, contrary to the special dignity and unique 
value of every human being recognized in our Constitution and Declaration of Independence.

Physician Assisted Suicide is nothing more that doctor prescribed death. It is unwanted and unnecessary 
since every patient has the right to excellent palliative care and to refuse artificially prolonged life.  
Doctors still cannot predict who’s going to die when. The AMA Journal recently reported that lifespan 
forecasts have a 30% error rate. End-of-life palliative care and pain management are the best alternative. 
They are readily available and proven to be extremely beneficial

Physician Assisted Suicide invites all types of abuse, especially given the financial incentive for 
premature deaths and the potential for pressure and coercion by individuals who would gain from the 
patient’s demise and by government controlled healthcare. With the legalization of assisted suicide in 
Oregon, the state’s Medicaid Health Plan has been empowered to steer patients to suicide.  There are two 
documented cases of the state plan refusing to pay for life-sustaining cancer medications and offering 
assisted suicide. The individuals got the needed medications on their own and survived. 

The Hippocratic Oath wisely includes a pledge by the physician that he or she will not give a lethal drug 
to anyone, if asked. That is why the Massachusetts Medical Society and the Massachusetts Osteopathic 
Society are against physician assisted suicide and call for providing comfort, compassion, and 
medications as necessary to alleviate pain and suffering at the end of life. I have accompanied and 
supported several family members and friends through the terminal stages of their illnesses. They died 
with enormous human dignity. When needed, pain was humanely controlled with medications. Their 
patient acceptance and endurance, and the heroic concern for those they left behind, were a crown on lives 
well lived, and an inspiration. 

This bill would blur the line between natural death and medical manslaughter. The more clearly and 
brightly that line is kept, the better off and safer we all will be. Please give HB 2233 and HB 3884 a 
negative report. 

Sincerely,

100 Sylvan Road, Suite 625, Woburn, MA 01801 * 781-569-0400 * www.mafamily.org



Kris Mineau
President

100 Sylvan Road, Suite 625, Woburn, MA 01801 * 781-569-0400 * www.mafamily.org


