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Introduction to Engage the Bay State:  

The vision behind this study is to equip Christians to effectively 
and winsomely engage our culture on many of today’s “hot 
button” issues that are challenging our shared family values. In an 
effort to make the classes as practical as possible, this study guide 
and accompanying videos explore recent and local events.  In fact, 
much of the content is “ripped from the headlines” and serves as a 
case study on the state of our law and culture. 
 
Each chapter follows the same basic framework. First, the issue 
will be identified and dissected, typically starting with a relevant 
news item. Next, the Biblical foundations which surround the issue 
are explored. Lastly, as an application, each chapter ends with the 
current status of the issue in MA and provides practical suggestions 
for shaping our response as faithful Christian ambassadors.
 
Questions are also provided to aid discussion along the way. 
Our prayer is that this study will serve the Church, and produce 
healthy, Biblical, and challenging conversations.  May you all be 
inspired to speak, advocate, and serve, so that our culture might be 
transformed.



What is Massachusetts Family Institute (MFI)?

Recognizing that healthy families are 
indispensable to the preservation of a strong 
and free society, Massachusetts Family
Institute (MFI) is dedicated to strengthening 
the family and affirming the Judeo-Christian 
values upon which it is based. Established 
in 1991, MFI is a non-partisan public policy 
organization dedicated to strengthening 
families in Massachusetts. This puts MFI on the frontlines of the 
battles to preserve marriage, protect the sanctity of life, promote 
parental rights, and defend religious liberty, as well as a number of 
other key social issues affecting the family. We exist to be a voice 
for the family and our shared values in the Commonwealth. We 
accomplish our mission by:
 
• Researching, preparing, and disseminating materials concerning the status of 

the family in Massachusetts.
• Educating lawmakers and media about family issues as a voice for Judeo-

Christian values in the public square.
• Providing resources for families and churches.
• Partnering with local churches to raise the standard for marriage and 

families.
 
MFI is also part of a broad national coalition and is the Family 
Policy Council in MA for Focus on the Family, the Family Research 
Council and the Alliance Defending Freedom.
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Andrew Beckwith, President
massachusetts family institute 

A native of West Newbury, 
Massachusetts, Andrew graduated 
summa cum laude from Gordon College 
and cum laude from the University of 
Minnesota Law School. From 2004 to 
2007, he served as a judge advocate in 
the U.S. Marine Corps in Japan, and 
he continues to serve our country in 
the Marine Reserves with the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. From 2007 to 2012, 
he was an assistant chief counsel in the Boston Office of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security.
 
Andrew is a man of strong faith and devoted to his wife, Karen, 
and their four children. He joined the board of MFI in 2010 and 
took on the role of president in 2014. Andrew uses his training as a 
litigator and his experience advocating for family values to educate 
and equip people of faith to make a difference in our culture. From 
the State House to local schools and houses of worship, Andrew is 
dedicated to leading MFI’s mission of strengthening the family and 
affirming the Judeo-Christian values upon which it is based.
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Chapter II: 

Abortion
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In September of 2010, an 
abortionist in Hyannis, MA was sentenced to 

two and a half years in jail for the 2007 death of a 22-year-old Cape 
Cod woman who died during an abortion.10

Who:  

Laura Hope Smith, a 22-year-old 
from Sandwich, MA and a 2004 
graduate of Upper Cape Tech. Laura 
was a born-again Christian who was 
an active member of Calvary Chapel 
of Sandwich. She was 13 weeks 
pregnant when she had an abortion 
that resulted in her death.11  

Dr. Rapin Osathanondh, a Harvard 
University affiliated doctor, ran 
the “Women’s Health Center,” 
in Hyannis.12  He had previously 
left his position with Brigham 
& Women’s Hospital after being 
accused of threatening to kill five nurses.13

Ripped from the Headlines

“Doctor Sentenced to Jail in Abortion Death Case”

- Cape Cod Times

“I now believe it is my calling to keep telling Laura’s story to the Church, and the world. 
I naively believed that abortion was not a choice for a Christian girl. A Pastor had even 
apologized to me and the Lord, for not speaking about this from his pulpit. We both had false 
assumptions. This is a problem in the Church, and one that needs to be spoken about from 
the pulpits. We have to take the ‘A’ word out of the closet, put it out in the open, and discuss 
it. And maybe, possibly, hopefully, we’ll even become active against it. Please keep our 
family in your prayers, and please tell someone Laura’s story.”14 

-Eileen Smith, Laura’s mother

Cape Cod Times, Family Photo
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What: 

Laura died while undergoing an abortion performed by Dr. 
Osathanondh. The doctor was eventually charged with “willful, 
wanton and reckless conduct” which caused Laura’s death.  

When: 

Laura died on September 13, 2007.  
Dr. Osathanondh was sentenced to 
jail September 14, 2010.  

Where: 

The abortion clinic, named the 
“Women’s Health Center,” was 
located at 68 Camp Street, Hyannis, 
MA.

Why: 

Prosecutors alleged that Laura’s death was “due to the improper 
administration of, and supervision of the anesthesia to Ms. Smith, 
and the decision of Dr. Osathanondh to not equip the Women’s 
Health Center with appropriate safety equipment, or appropriate 
physical layout…”16 The MA State Board of Registration in 
Medicine said “Osathanondh did not have any means of 
monitoring Smith’s heart, and did not have oxygen or a functioning 
blood pressure cuff in the room during Smith’s abortion”and that 
he “failed to adhere to basic cardiac life support protocol” and did 
not call an ambulance in a timely manner.17 

for your info 

A similar case made national 
headlines in 2013 when Dr. Kermit 
Gosnell of Pennsylvania was 
convicted of murdering three 
babies born alive in his abortion 
clinic as well as involuntary 
manslaughter in the overdose 

death of an adult patient.15 
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Osathanondh was charged with failing to properly monitor 
Laura during the surgical abortion and negligently administering 
sedation to her. He was also charged with failing to have life-
saving-trained personnel available during and after the abortion 
procedure and delayed calling 911 for rescue assistance when Laura 
was dying.18

According to a boston.com article, prosecutors said that “the doctor’s 
office lacked basic resuscitation equipment, that he was not 
certified for cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and that he failed to 
monitor her vital signs. Authorities also said he took great measure 
to conceal those facts, going as far as creating false CPR cards, 
remodeling his office, and buying the necessary equipment such as 
a defibrillator. When investigators arrived at his office, he told them 
that it was as it had been when Smith died.”19

How: 

In part, this tragedy was a result of the state authorities’ failure 
to inspect. Abortion providers are not required to have their 
offices inspected as are other medical facilities. According to 
Massachusetts Citizens for Life, there are currently 16 abortion 
facilities in the state which are not licensed or inspected.20  

Abortionists like Osathanondh and Gosnell use terms like 
“Women’s Health” but actually prey on vulnerable women.21   

As devastating as 
Laura’s story is, 
it is a symptom 
of the larger 

tragedy of 
abortion in 

America.
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Biblical 
Foundations

• Psalm 139:13 
David writes: 
 
“You formed my inward 
parts; you knitted me 
together in my mother’s 
womb.” 

• Genesis 25:22-23 
God recognizes that Rebekah has “two nations”, Jacob and Esau, in 
her womb while pregnant with the twins:  
 
“The children  struggled together within her, and she said, 
‘If it is thus, why is this happening to me?’ So she went to 
inquire of the Lord.  And the Lord said to her, ‘Two nations 
are in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall be 
divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older 
shall serve the younger.’” 

• Jeremiah 1:5   
 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrated 
you; I appointed you a prophet to the 
nations.” 

• Isaiah 49:1 
 
“Listen to me, O coastlands, and give 
attention, you peoples from afar. The Lord 
called me from the womb, from the body of 
my mother he named my name.”

“You formed 
my inward 

parts;
you knitted 
me together 

in my 
mother’s 
womb.”
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• Luke 1:41-44 
John the Baptist is already responding to Mary, and likely the 
unborn Jesus,  when he becomes physically excited in Elizabeth’s 
womb:  
 
“And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 
leaped in her womb.  And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And 
why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting 
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.” 

 
In the Old Testament, someone who causes 
an unintended miscarriage through striking 
a women is punished with death. This is a 
harsher penalty than the accidental killing of 
a full-grown man, in which case the offender 
can go to a city of refuge. [Numbers 35:9-15, 
22-29] God’s law not only treats the life of the 
unborn as morally equivalent to that of an 
adult but actually appears to be stricter when 
it comes to preserving the life of the unborn.

• Exodus 21:22-25 
 
“When men strive together and hit a pregnant woman, so 
that her children come out, but there is no harm, the one who 
hit her shall surely be fined, as the woman’s husband shall 
impose on him, and he shall pay as the judges determine.  But 
if there is harm, then you shall pay life for life, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, 
wound for wound, stripe for stripe.”

God’s Word 
treats the 
unborn as 
pre-born 
children, 

not “fetuses.”
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U.S. History: legal, cultural & political

As late as 1966, every state in the U.S. had laws against most 
abortions. Although these began to change in some states, by 1972, 
44 states still had laws restricting abortion or outlawing it entirely.  
Nonetheless, on January 22nd, 1973 seven justices of the U.S. 
Supreme Court wiped out all of those state laws in their infamous 
Roe v. Wade decision. 

The Roe case said:  

• Laws criminalizing abortion, even with exceptions for when the 
life of the mother is at risk, are unconstitutional.  
 

• The state can still regulate some abortions in order to protect 
the “potentiality of human life” at later stages of pregnancy, 
however, there must be exceptions to protect the life or health 
of the mother, i.e. when an abortion is deemed “medically 
necessary.”22

How did we 
get here?

for your info

What is “medically necessary?”

According to Doe v. Bolton, the sister case to Roe, “medically 
necessary” is defined as preserving not only physical, but 
“emotional, psychological, [or] familial” health.  This broad 
exception has largely swallowed the rule and makes many  

pro-life laws all but unenforceable.23  
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Since the Roe v. Wade decision, January 22nd has been celebrated as 
the “anniversary” or even “birthday” of abortion by pro-abortion 
activists. However, many Americans mourn Roe as a national 
tragedy, recognized with annual events, such as the annual March 
for Life and Sanctity of Life Sunday.

In a January 13, 1984 proclamation, President Ronald Reagan 
designated January 22, 1984 as the first National Sanctity of Human 
Life Day. The date was chosen to coincide with the 11th anniversary 
of Roe v. Wade. “We have been given the precious gift of human life, 
made more precious still by our births in or pilgrimages to a land of 
freedom. It is fitting, then, on the anniversary of the Supreme Court 
decision in Roe v. Wade that struck down State anti-abortion laws, 
that we reflect anew on these blessings, and on our corresponding 
responsibility to guard with care 
the lives and freedoms of even 
the weakest of our fellow human 
beings.”24

Every January, hundreds of 
thousands of pro-life advocates 
gather in our nation’s capital for 
the annual March for Life, many of 
them young people.25

Nevertheless, in 2011, there were 6 
million pregnancies for the 63 million women of reproductive age 
(15-44) in the United States, and 18% of these pregnancies were 
terminated through abortion.26
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Massachusetts History: legal, 
cultural & political

“In the mid-1800s, Massachusetts enacted the first state law making 
abortion or attempted abortion at any point in pregnancy a criminal 
offense.”27

massachusetts laW at the time of roe v. Wade

In Massachusetts, abortion was only legal to save the life of the 
mother, but this is one of 47 state laws overturned by Roe v. Wade.   

Whoever, with intent to procure the miscarriage of a woman, 
unlawfully administers to her, or advises or prescribes for her, or 
causes any poison, drug, medicine or other noxious thing to be taken 
by her or, with the like intent, unlawfully uses any instrument or 
other means whatever, or, with like intent, aids or assists therein, 
shall, if she dies in consequence thereof, be punished by imprisonment 
in the state prison for not less than five nor more than twenty years; 
and, if she does not die in consequence thereof, by imprisonment in 
the state prison for not more than seven years and by a fine of not 
more than two thousand dollars.28 

(This law is still on the books in MA, but is no longer enforced.)

MA had also prohibited the use of tax dollars for abortions except 
when necessary to prevent the death of the pregnant woman or 
in certain cases of rape or incest. However, a 1981 MA Supreme 
Judicial Court case said the state has to pay for abortions because 
it was the only procedure that required the woman to be at risk 
of death before the state would pay for it, and it found that to be 
discriminatory.29
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for your info
“roe” - norma mccorvey

At 22 years old, Norma McCorvey, the plaintiff in 
the Roe v. Wade case, was divorced, homeless, and 
pregnant for the third time. McCorvey was used 
by pro-abortion attorneys as part of their agenda to 
legalize abortion. She never appeared in court, but 
rather found out about the infamous ruling from 
the newspapers. The baby which started the whole 
case was not aborted but was born and placed for 
adoption. McCorvey later became a Christian and a 
committed pro-life advocate. In 2005, she petitioned 
the Supreme Court to overturn the 1973 decision but 

was denied by the courts.32

What are the implications for us today in ma?

• There are over 20,000 abortions per year in MA. In 2011, the 
most recent year for which data is available, the actual number 
was 20,703.30 

• In Massachusetts, 114,200 of the 1,353,310 women of 
reproductive age became pregnant in 2011. 21% of these 
pregnancies ended in abortions.31 

• In 2011, there were 40 abortion providers in Massachusetts; 12 of 
those were clinics.
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The cultural tide in America is turning 
in a pro-life direction

• A recent TIME magazine cover reads:  
 
“40 years ago, abortion 
rights activists won an 
epic victory with  
roe v. wade... they’ve 
been losing ever since.”33 

• Norma Mcorvey, the “Roe” 
in Roe v. Wade is now vocally 
pro-life and speaks out 
against the very abortions 
her case forced on the 
country.34 

• Younger generations have 
become more pro-life as 
many see themselves 
as “survivors” of Roe v. Wade and the abortion holocaust.35  
Technical advances in sonograms and perinatal care are making 
it harder and harder to deny the truth of life in the womb.  
When we hear terms like “reproductive rights” and “fetus” and 
“a woman’s body,” let’s not forget what we are actually talking 
about.    

Where are we now?

Time Magazine cover, taken from LifeNews.com
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so, can We stop abortion? can We “legislate morality”?

What are the top justifications often given for abortion?
• Rape or Incest
• Medically necessary for health of the mother
• Every child should be a wanted child

But...

• Have you met someone who was conceived as a result of rape? 
Is their life somehow of less value because of how they were 
conceived?  Read the compelling story of one such child at 
www.theradiancefoundation.org/ryan/  

• Is an unborn child’s life of less value because it might bring 
psychological hardship to the mother or her family?  

• If aborted children are really “unwanted,” why is it that parents 
seeking to adopt often wait years and pay upwards of $40,000 to 
bring a baby into their home?36
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Those common justifications are not even the reasons most 
women give when seeking an abortion. The top reasons for 
women in 2004 for having an abortion tell a very different story 
from what we are led to believe by abortion activists. For example, 
less than 0.5% of abortions are the result of rape.

percentage of Women having an abortion

(by their most important reason for having the abortion, 2004)37

• Not ready for a(nother) child/timing is wrong  -- 25% 

• Can’t afford a baby now -- 23% 

• Have completed my childbearing/have other people depending on me/
children are grown -- 19% 

• Don’t want to be a single mother/am having relationship problems -- 8% 

• Don’t feel mature enough to raise a(nother) child/feel too young -- 7% 

• Would interfere with education or career plans -- 4% 

• Physical problem with my health -- 4% 

• Possible problems affecting the health of the fetus -- 3% 

• Was a victim of rape -- <0.5% 

• Husband or partner wants me to have an abortion -- <0.5% 

• Parents want me to have an abortion -- <0.5% 

• Don’t want people to know I had sex or got pregnant -- <0.5% 

• Other -- 6%
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Who are the real “extremists?”

Pro-life advocates are often disparaged as holding “extreme” 
positions on the abortion issue. However, some of the latest polls 
show that 58% of Americans believe abortion should be outlawed 
or permitted in only a few circumstances.38

In contrast, abortion activists, like Planned Parenthood, take a 
position that is truly extreme, morally indefensible, and completely 
out of line with the majority of our society. For example, a Planned 
Parenthood spokeswoman testified in 2013 that even if a baby 
were born alive as a result of a failed abortion, its life is still 
not worthy of protection, saying, “We believe that any decision 
that’s made should be left up to the woman, her family, and the 
physician.”39

This should come as no surprise, since the founder of Planned 
Parenthood and a key figure in the push for abortion, Margaret 
Sanger, was infamous for her extreme and often racist views.40 

“the most merciful thing that the large family does 
to one of its infant members is to kill it.”41

     - margaret sanger, 1920

“we don’t want the word to go out that we want to 
exterminate the negro population.”42

     - margaret sanger, 1939
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Over the course of the summer of 2015, the Center for Medical 
Progress released a series of under-cover videos exposing the 
barbaric realities of Planned Parenthood’s abortion practices. After 
more than forty years since the court-imposed legalization of 
abortion in America, these videos began to awaken the conscience 
of our nation.

If you have you not seen the videos, we encourage you to watch 
them with caution, as much of the content is disturbing. To view 
the released footage, visit centerformedicalprogress.org.

Planned Parenthood
exposed

The questions raised by this video expose resulted in Congressional 
hearings in the fall of 2016. The House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee reported the following:

In light of disturbing videos that emerged in July detailing fetal tissue 
procurement among Planned Parenthood facilities and affiliates, 
the Oversight and Government Reform Committee launched an 
investigation into the use of federal funds surrounding transactions 
involving fetal tissue. 
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In the videos, Planned Parenthood representatives discuss the 
demand for certain body parts, the manner in which patient consent 
is solicited, pricing considerations, and the methods by which 
doctors manipulate procedures to ensure that tissue and organs of 
fetuses remain intact.

In one video, a Planned Parenthood official discusses how doctors 
modify procedures to preserve intact fetal specimens that can be 
provided to research firms in exchange for money.  The Planned 
Parenthood official also discusses how reimbursement amounts can 
be manipulated.”43

An investigative panel of the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee released a 471 page report in December of 2016, 
detailing the laws it appears Planned Parenthood has violated and 
sending over a dozen criminal referrals to state and federal law 
enforcement agencies across the country.44

Ultimately, the House Oversight Committee released a list of 
“Takeaways” that summarized their findings:

• Planned Parenthood does not need federal subsidies.
• Planned Parenthood is self-sustaining.
• Reported revenue of $1.3 billion in their most recent annual 

report.
• Reported $127 million in net income and reported holding 

$1.4 billion in assets for 2013-2014.
• President Cecile Richards was paid more than $2.47 million 

from 2009 to 2013, including $590,928 in 2013.
• Planned Parenthood spends millions on travel, galas and 

real estate.
• Spends nearly $14,000 a day on travel.
• Spent $34.8 million in 2011 to purchase corporate office space 

two blocks from Madison Square Garden.
• Taxpayer dollars subsidize Planned Parenthood’s political 

affiliates.
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• Planned Parenthood’s claim that only “three percent” of all 
health services provided are abortion services is false.

• Over the last decade, cancer screenings at Planned 
Parenthood are declining while abortions are increasing.

• Numerous alternatives to Planned Parenthood exist.45

There are now efforts at both the state and federal level to “defund” 
Planned Parenthood by refusing to continue subsidizing their 
activity with tax dollars.  Although Planned Parenthood supporters 
routinely claim that this would be detrimental to women’s health, 
there are over 250 federally qualified health care clinics in MA that 
provide all the services Planned Parenthood claims it does, except 
abortions.46 There are only five Planned Parenthood clinics.47 State 
and federal dollars could easily be diverted to the non Planned 
Parenthood affiliated clinics without threatening health care 
services to women in our Commonwealth.  



48

1. Pray. 
Pray to end the tragedy of abortion, particularly in America. 
Join thousands of fellow believers in prayer on the third 
Sunday of every January to commemorate the sanctity of 
life. 

2. Be a “two-minute activist”.  
Contact legislators about the following legislation submitted 
for the 2017-2018 Massachusetts legislative session.48

The Women’s Safety Act (HB1211):  
This bill, amending the definition of “clinic” in the 
General Laws, would bring needed attention to the lack 
of licensing and inspection of numerous non-hospital 
abortion facilities in Massachusetts.

Laura’s Law / The Women’s Right to Know Act 
(HB936): 
If passed, the bill would offer women more complete 
information about abortion and fetal development. 
Women seeking abortions would also be given a chance 
to see a sonogram of their child. A 24-hour waiting 
period would be imposed.

What can we do now?
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Underage Abortion Bill (SB754): 
“An Act safeguarding the health care decisions of young adults”
This bill would lower the age of consent for abortion 
by two years, from 18 to 16, and eliminates the 
requirement for both parents of an underage girl to give 
consent before she obtains an abortion. Instead, any girl 
15 or younger would only need one parent to consent 
to an abortion on her behalf.

Defund Planned Parenthood (HB2671):
This bill would defund Planned Parenthood in 
Massachusetts, redirecting our health care dollars to 
women’s health facilities not tainted by accusations of 
selling fetal body parts, and not undergoing various 
investigations.  Planned Parenthood received over $2.2 
million from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 
2016.  

3. Support pregnancy resource centers in MA. 
There are over 30 pregnancy resource centers in 
Massachusetts that minister to women facing an unexpected 
or unwanted pregnancy, encouraging and supporting 
them in choosing life.You can find a list of them on the 
Massachusetts Citizens for Life website:  
masscitizensforlife.org/get-informed/womens-health-partner/
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Group Discussion Questions
1. How does Scripture speak to issues of life? Are there any other 

texts that apply? 

2. Why does it matter what the Bible has to say about life?   

3. Why is life, beginning and end, important to God? 

4. What surprises you about what you just learned? 

5. Why is abortion really a heart issue at the core? 

6. What are the Biblical implications for considering abortion in 
cases of rape or incest? How should we counsel those who come 
to us who are personally struggling with this question? 

7. What is “eugenics?”  

8. Have you viewed the videos from The Center for Medical 
Progress? Should Christians be informed about the atrocities 
happening in abortion clinics all over our nation? 

9. Considering the aggressive agenda of pro-abortion advocates, 
what is an appropriate, effective, yet compassionate Christian 
response? 

10. Please take a moment to look at page 48. What are some 
practical ways you, your church, or small group can pray and 
advocate for life in Massachusetts? 
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