
In HB 4014, the legislature is facing a bill  
which would restrict the rights of minors 
with unwanted sexual attractions or 
gender confusion to seek out their 
treatment of choice and not be labeled 
as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or 
queer (LGBTQ).  HB 4014, sponsored by 
Representative Kay Khan, would make it 
illegal for children and their parents to 
receive counseling from licensed mental 
health professionals to help address 
unwanted sexual attractions.

Some minors seek counseling to help 
resolve or reduce unwanted same-sex 
attractions.   By prohibiting counselors 
from providing the help requested by 
their clients, counselors would be forced 
to either violate the law or violate their 
ethical obligations for client treatment.  

In addition, both parents and 
counselors would be forced 
by this bill to ignore or violate 
their sincerely held religious 
beliefs on issues regarding 
children and human sexuality. 

HB 4014 would cut off 
treatment for minors who are 
currently receiving therapy, 
thereby denying them their 
desired treatment and 
causing them a regression 
in progress and unnecessary 
confusion and anxiety. 

Because this bill is broadly 
written, it would also prevent 

minors from receiving counseling 
treatment for many sexual behaviors and 
habits, including pornography addiction, 
premarital sexual activity, masochism, 
sadism, transvestism, and relational 
issues.    

The bill would also deny treatment 
sought by many abuse victims, as minor 
counseling clients often assert that abuse, 
trauma, neglect, and unfulfilled gender-
identity needs influenced their unwanted 
same-sex attractions. 

An identical bill was passed in California 
in 2012, but has been the subject of federal 

litigation due to concerns that it violates 
the First Amendment’s guarantee 
of freedom of speech.  In 2013, New 
Jersey’s governor Chris Christie signed a 
similar bill into law, which was also the 
subject of a law suit to prevent it from 
going into effect.

Bills like HB 4014 are opposed by groups 
such as the National Association for 
Research and Therapy of Homosexuality 
and the American Association of Christian 
Counselors, a group of approximately 
50,000 professional counseling members.

HB 4014 stands out from laws passed in 
other states in that there is an additional 
provision categorizing this type of 
counseling as “child abuse.” For example, 
if parents took a gender-confused daughter 
to a licensed mental health professional to 
help her feel comfortable in her own skin, 
the therapist would lose their license and 
the parents could lose their daughter 
to a Dept. of Children and Families 
intervention due to “child abuse.” 

Please oppose this ban on sexual 
orientation and gender identity 
counseling, and protect these 
critical mental health services for 
children and their parents.   

Massachusetts Family Institute781-569-0400 www.mafamily.org

Not everyone who experiences sexual attractions to members of 
the same-sex or concurrent attractions to both sexes wants these 
attractions. Additionally, not everyone who experiences sexual 
affections in various expressions of transgenderism wants these. 
Denying this treatment discriminates against children by labeling 
them against the convictions of their conscience and negates the 
beliefs that guide their lives. The Legislature should safeguard the 
rights of all people with unwanted sexual attractions to seek out 
their treatment of choice and  protect them from being labeled 
against their will as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or queer.

20
17

-1
8 

Fa
m

il
y 

C
ou

ns
el

in
g 

B
an

gro.ylimafam.www0040.965.187etutitsnI ylimaF sttesuhcassaM

Health Curriculum Frameworks (HB 3793)
Why we oppose the sex education mandate

The Massachusetts legislature is 
considering a proposal to mandate a 
particular sex education standard 
for schools across the state. Unlike 
topics such as math and science, there 
is no public consensus regarding sex 
education. Currently the Health 
Curriculum Frameworks are 
available to school districts and 
educators, but each school system 
is free to customize them based 
on the needs of their student 
populations and parental input. 
HB 3793 would eliminate that option. 
 
Loss of Local Control 

If adopted, the Health Curriculum
Frameworks would remove 
control of health education from 
locally elected school committees, 
and put it in the hands of MA Dept. 
of Elementary and Secondary Education
and its commissioner, Mitchell Chester.  

Chester is the same unelected bureaucrat
who made national headlines last year
by issuing the radical transgender 
bathroom policy for MA schools.  He then
refused to listen to legislators who 
informed him he was acting beyond the 
scope of the law.

 

HB 3793 would force local schools to 
report their compliance with the sex ed 
mandate to Commissioner Chester.  This 
reduces choices regarding WHEN sensitive
topics are taught to young children, 
removing power from parents and 
educators to make these decisions based 
on their knowledge of the school system 
and its population.

 

 
 

Problematic Topics Required 

The curriculum mandates instruction 
on several topics that the average 
parent or school committee member 
would �nd objectionable. Many of the 
required topics are designed to be 
taught in a way that conveys implicit 
approval of sexual activity among 
very young students, despite the legal 
age of consent of 16 years old. 

  For example,  HB 3793 would include
  the following as "age appropriate":

  • Teaching children as young as 11 years
  old about alternative sexual behaviors
  to avoid pregnancy 

  • Teaching children as young as 5 years 
  old to accept alternative sexual lifestyles
  as normal, natural, and healthy, thereby 
  contradicting the religious teachings of 
  parents.

  Who will be writing the curriculum to 
  comply with the Frameworks?  The 
  Department of Education is already 
  coordinating for public school teachers
  to be certi�ed by Planned Parenthood
  in their “Get Real” sex ed curriculum, 
  and Planned Parenthood of MA is 
  actively promoting this bill.  

  
 

.

     

     

Please oppose the Health Curriculum
Frameworks and any other efforts to 
remove control of health education 
from local parents and school boards.

Visit www.mafamily.org for 
more information and to Take Action.

Children Ages 5 - 10 will 
be required to:

  
  • Describe “di�erent types of Families,” 
addressing membership and social in�uences.  
This means alternative families headed by 
same-sex parents or a single gay parent.

  • De�ne sexual orientation using the “correct” 
terminology, such as “heterosexual, gay, and 
lesbian.”

Children Ages 11-14  will 
be taught:

  • Acceptance of consentual pre-marital sex.

 • Acceptance of alternative lifestyles. 

 • Methods for avoiding pregnancy and sexually 
transmitted diseases.

”Opt Out” doesn’t work:

  • David Parker couldn’t protect his Kindergarten
son from being exposed to books like “King & King.”

  • “Parental Noti�cation” is still not de�ned.  There
are no safegaurds for the how or what of notifying 
parents.

  • Multiple parents have complained that they were
not adequately noti�ed about sex related material or
“guest speakers” at school assemblies, but the only
appeal process is to petition Commissioner Chester!!!

VOTE “NO” ON HB 4014

HB 4014

“A psychiatrist shall not withhold 
information that the patient 

needs or reasonably could use 
to make informed treatment 

decisions…”

-Section 1(a) of the American Psychiatric 
Association Guidelines for Ethical Treatment


