
			 														
	
Re: Constitutional Right to Collect Signatures 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 Representatives from Keep MA Safe are currently in the process of collecting signatures as part 
of a ballot referendum initiative to repeal the recent law that allows biological men to access locker 
rooms, changing rooms, and restrooms designated for women. Consistent with their rights under both the 
federal and state constitution, the representatives intend to collect signatures in the public areas of your 
facility in the next few days. They will be respectful of both you and your patrons, and they will not 
engage in any harassing or coercive behavior while seeking signatures. 
 
 Unfortunately, opponents of this effort are attempting to thwart the democratic process by 
bullying business owners like yourself into prohibiting the signature collectors from exercising their 
rights while on your property. By attempting to bully business owners in this way, opponents are 
exposing business owners to legal liability for refusing constitutionally protected signature collection 
efforts. We write to inform you that you must reject the efforts of these bullies whose goal is to silence 
views with which they disagree.  
 

Under Article 9 of the Massachusetts Constitution (and the U.S. Constitution), individuals have 
the right to collect signatures in the common areas of shopping centers and businesses. The Supreme 
Judicial Court has repeatedly reaffirmed this right. See Batchelder v. Allied Stores Int'l, Inc., 388 Mass. 
83, 92, 445 N.E.2d 590, 595 (1983) (a person “has a constitutional right to solicit signatures at the North 
Shore Shopping Center”). In fact, just two years ago, the Court ruled that individuals had the right to 
collect signatures outside of a supermarket, despite the owner’s concerns that it would be seen as 
“endorsing” the efforts of the signature collectors or that patrons would be “unable to avoid the 
solicitations.” Glovsky v. Roche Bros. Supermarkets, 469 Mass. 752, 760, 17 N.E.3d 1026, 1033 (2014). 
Such concerns, the Court held, “do not outweigh the interest of an individual seeking nominating 
signatures in accessing the property.” Id.  
 
 As a courtesy, we are attaching a guidance document produced by the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth explaining why you should reject the demands of those who seek to censor the signature 
collectors. As the Secretary explains, “shopping centers may not … discriminate in favor of or against any 
group of petitioners.” In fact, if you chose to capitulate to the demands of the opposition, you would be 
subjecting your business to potential legal liability. Massachusetts law authorizes individuals who are 
denied the right to collect signatures to file a lawsuit against the offending business and to collect 
damages and attorney’s fees for any violations.  
 

Should you have any questions about the efforts of Keep MA Safe or the legal rights to collect 
signatures, please contact Andrew Beckwith at (339) 298-7567. Thank you in advance for your respect 
for the democratic process and for accommodating these efforts.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
J. Matthew Sharp, Legal Counsel   Andrew Beckwith, General Counsel 
Alliance Defending Freedom    Keep Massachusetts Safe 

	


