
 

 

 
Support HB1565 A Woman's Right to Know 

aka Laura's Law |Talking Points  
Please read before you approach legislators 

 
• Laura Hope Smith was a 22 year-old Cape Cod woman who died during an abortion. 

This law would help prevent future tragedies. 
 
• Women considering abortion should be provided with the most accurate information 

available concerning the physical, psychological and emotional risks and complications 
associated with abortion. 

 
• Present consent laws need to be updated:  current abortion consent forms don't 

provide sufficient information about abortion risks, including the well-documented 
psychological impact.  
 

• Of the three pages that make up the current consent forms, only one sentence is 
devoted to discussing the many alternatives to abortion.  No serious information about 
pursuing the alternatives is presented.  
 

• The current forms provided no information on fetal development, denying women the 
right to make a fully informed decision.  It should be made clear to the woman what 
services are available should she decide to not abort the child. 
 

• Women need time to think about what they are doing, and women have a right to know 
the medical risks associated with abortion prior to the procedure.  Laura Smith did not 
have this opportunity; knowing the risks, she would likely be alive today. 

 
• The bill requires the Department of Public Health to provide comprehensive 

information in a pamphlet, webpage, and telephone recording formats. 
 
• The bill provides that fetal development information be given, and if the woman 

requests to see an ultrasound image, it will be provided.  Laura never saw the 10 toes or 
10 fingers of her unborn child. 

 
• The bill requires doctors to inform each woman of pertinent information that is 

considered a core part of the abortion decision.  Laura deserved no less! 
 

Vote YES on HB1565 - A Woman's Right to Know. 
This is a health issue that every woman has a right to know. 


