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MARIJUANA
Marijuana is a mind-altering drug that ranks as the most popular illegal drug used in 
the U.S. It is a mix of dried flowers, leaves and stems from the hemp plant Cannabis 
sativa. The main active ingredient in marijuana is THC (delta 9 tetrahydrocannabinol).

1. Smoking marijuana 
is not FDA approved. 
The anecdotal reports 
of “medical” marijuana 
benefits cannot be 
regarded as scientific 
because they were not 
independently verified and 
quantified. 

2. Based on current 
evidence, there are 
FDA approved medical 
alternatives to marijuana 
that offer the same relief 
from pain and other 
medical symptoms. 

3. The National Eye 
Institute found that drugs 
already on the market 
were more effective than 
marijuana in treating 
glaucoma without the 
potentially serious side 
effects of marijuana.

4. Marijuana is an 
unstable mixture of 
more than 400 chemicals 
including many toxic 
psychoactive chemicals 
which are largely 
unstudied and appear in 
uncontrolled strengths.

5. Marijuana contains 
50% to 70% more 
carcinogenic hydrocarbons 
than tobacco and 
is associated with 
increased risk of cancer, 
lung damage, bacterial 
pneumonia, and poor 
pregnancy outcomes. 
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Legalization for Medical Purposes

Legalization for General Use
6. Medical use or 
legalization will increase 
the chances of the drug 
falling into the hands of 
children. Youth in MA are 
already using marijuana 
30% more than in other 
states.

7. Impaired driving under 
the influence of marijuana 
would increase, leading to 
a significant public safety 
danger. 

8. Adults who are early 
marijuana users are found 
to be five times more likely 
to become dependent on 
any drug, eight times more 
likely to use cocaine, and 
fifteen times more likely to 
use heroin later in life.

9. Marijuana use is 
strongly correlated 
with juvenile crime and 
contributes to delinquent 
and aggressive behavior.

10. Legalization 
will lead to more drug 
consumption and abuse 
- and with measurable 
consequences. Use of 
drugs leads to violence, 
crime and a variety of 
other vices, whether they 
are legal or not.


